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Preamble

The Sino-Japanese War, which lasted eight years from 1937 to 1945, can be ranked as one of the
most significant historical events in the twentieth century. It has a lasting impact on every Chinese,
especially those living in the mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan. From a global perspective, the
Sino-Japanese War not only pitted these two countries against each other, but also formed an
important part of the war against Fascism that was waged throughout the world. Chinese armies
fighting with antiquated arms were able to tie down millions of Japanese troops equipped with the
latest advanced weaponry. In the later stages of War, China was able to dispatch an expeditionary
army to Burma to support the Allied forces there and thus played an indispensable role in the war
against Fascism. China’s resistance against Japanese adggression allowed the Allies to concentrate
on the war on different fronts against Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy and finally to win the war in
Europe and Africa. As Rana Mitter, professor of history at Oxford University, remarks in a recent
book, China has become, for a variety of political reasons, the ‘Forgotten Ally’!. Its contribution to
victory in the Second World War has long been neglected. It is a contribution that deserves to be
recorded and remembered, however.

The year 2015 marked the 70th anniversary of victory in the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression. Countries around the world had held a variety of memorial activities not only to
commemorate the soldiers who shed their blood and sacrificed their lives in the War, but also
to convey the messages of the importance of promoting peace by remembering the lessons of
history. In Hong Kong, younger generations have little understanding on the bitterness of war, so it
is part of our mission to provide them with an awareness of and insight into the War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggdression. Nowadays many parts of the world are wracked by conflicts and
wars, and the road to real peace is still a distant prospect. This collection of historical photos and
news reports sets out to show a true picture of the War from a variety of perspectives and thus
enhancing students’ understanding of the conflict and drawing their attention to the fate of our
nation. At the same time, the images allow them to reflect on the causes of the War and the untold
misery and suffering it caused. By understanding the damage that the War inflicted on the people
of China and Japan, students will learn to serve as a peacemaker.

The situation in Europe was already tense at the beginning of the War of Resistance, and the
War in China attracted the world’s attention and concern. The media in Europe, especially the
newspapers in Britain and France, frequently reported in pictures and texts on the ongoing
battles in China and expressed their views in both their headlines and commentaries. Soon
after Germany and Italy had joined forces with Japan forming the Axis powers, their media also
regularly carried news on the confrontation between China and Japan. When the Pacific War
later broke out in December 1941, the entry of the US marked a turning point in the Second
World War. As one of the major Allied powers, China now received greater support from her
allies, especially from the US. With the resources to launch a counterattack against Japan,

! Rana Mitter, Forgotten Ally: China’s World War I, 1937-1945 (Boston : Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013).
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China was able to turn the tide until it achieved final victory. During this period, both the ruling
and opposition parties in America sympathised with China’s situation. The US not only provided
substantial military and economic assistance, but the American army also carried out military
action and took a large number of valuable photos in the China-Burma-India Theatre, which
today provide us with rare, often neglected historical evidence in this battlefield and record the
role of the Allied powers and the Chinese army in the War. The selection of news reports from
European media and pictures taken by US army aims to provide teachers with greater latitude
and wider perspectives for understanding the War of Resistance. It is hoped that teachers could
help students study the conflict from a global perspective and ensure that the War of Resistance
does not remain a ‘forgotten’ episode.

This collection of 180 photos does not follow the traditional time frame of the Eight-year War of
Resistance, but is instead classified into three periods: the Pre-war period, the First Phase and
the Second Phase of the War. Reference is made to the division of historical periods adopted
by Chang Yu-fa in his work Zhongguo xian dai shi (History of Modern China) which uses the fall
of Wuhan in October 1938 as the event dividing the first and the second phases of the War. In
addition, the collection covers Japan’s plans to invade China from the 1920s up to the outbreak
of the War, China’s accession to the United Nations following its victory and its assumption of the
role as one of the five major powers with a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, as well
as the trial and execution of war criminals. In order to gain a more holistic view of this period,
teachers may also refer to the 50 photos about the War included in our earlier publication
Historical Images of Modern China (2013).

We would like to express our thanks to Mr Hsu Chung Mao for providing pictures for this
collection, including the invaluable photos of the China-Burma-India Theatre from the United
States National Archives and Records Administration, and to Dr So Wai-chor, former professor
of the School of Arts and Social Sciences of the Open University of Hong Kong and honorary
professor of the School of Chinese at the University of Hong Kong, for reviewing and polishing
the captions.

The copyright for the pictures in this book and DVD belongs to Mr Hsu Chung Mao. Copyright
for publication belongs to the Education Bureau. Teachers may select and copy pictures from
the DVD for teaching purposes provided that the sources are acknowledged. All images in the
electronic album are watermarked to protect the copyright holder. No part of this collection may
be reproduced in any form for commercial purposes.

For comments and suggestions, please contact the Chief Curriculum Development Officer by
post to the Personal, Social & Humanities Education Section, Curriculum Development Institute,
Education Bureau, Room 1319, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road East, Wanchai, Hong Kong,
or by fax to 2573 5299 / 2575 4318 or email to ccdopshe@edb.gov.hk.
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